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 1. Message from the President 

In this context, we are all called upon not only as citizens but also through our professional 
activities. I ask myself if ESIL should have something to say about world events, whether it 
should take a position on an event or issue, and, if that were the case, how it should do so. As 
President of the Society, I am here to collect your ideas. ESIL is a forum for exchanging views: 
we meet, we discuss, and we publish on issues of international law. Is there something more 
that we could do? This is an important consideration as we prepare to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the Society. 
 
Founded in 2004, ESIL has hosted many activities since then, including Conferences, Research 
Forums, the publication of Reflections, the Lectures posted on YouTube, and many other events 
and initiatives organised or sponsored by ESIL. The number of members has continually 
increased both within Europe and throughout the world. Members principally include 
researchers and academics, but also diplomats, lawyers and international civil servants. 
Publishers and some law schools provide support to the Society as institutional members. 
Twelve interest groups have been created; the groups organise their own activities and engage 
with a diversity of themes, including human rights, biotechnology, and legal theory. The 
European Journal of International Law (EJIL) has a very wide readership and we are privileged 
to have such close links between EJIL and ESIL. All these elements highlight the Society’s 
vibrancy during the first ten years. We now need to think about its evolution and to ask whether 
other activities need to be developed. It is for this reason that I ask you to consider the purpose 
of our Society and I would be pleased to hear your thoughts. To this end, feel free to write or 
speak to me in person. 
 
Looking ahead, we will meet in Brussels on 3 June on the occasion of a discussion on Ethics in 
International Disputes between Mr. Jean-Pierre Cot, Judge at the International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea, and Ms Françoise Lefèvre, Partner at the law firm Linklaters. On 12 -13 June, 
we will be in Tallinn to reflect on the theme of The Approaches of Liberal and Illiberal 
Governments to International Law: A Conference Marking 25 Years since the Collapse of 
Communist Regimes in Central and Eastern Europe, and then on the 4-6 September, we will be 
in Vienna to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of our Society. I hope that all these occasions 
provide us with an opportunity to meet and exchange our thoughts and ideas about further 
developing and strengthening ESIL.  
 
With my best wishes, 
 
Laurence Boisson de Chazournes 
President of the European Society of International Law (ESIL) 
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Dear ESIL Members, 
 
World events require our analysis and demand that we take a position as to 
the interpretation and application of international law. We are called upon to 
position ourselves and to evaluate the means at our disposal for doing so, 
which can take the form of writings, debates or even petitions. International 
law is an important tool in the conduct of international relations to explain, 
justify, promote, denounce or condemn actions. 
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 2. Guest Editorial 

Hostage to the Times of Trouble 
 
Bakhtiyar Tuzmukhamedov 
Vice-President of the Russian Association of International Law 
 

A historian whose opinion I tend to respect recently remarked that the outbreak of the Great 
(First) World War had been a simple and straightforward clue to a complex and multifaceted 
ravel of problems. He was drawing uneasy parallels with the unfolding crisis in the already 
troubled relations between Russia on the one hand, and the United States, NATO and the 
European Union, or at least significant part thereof, on the other. US, NATO and EU responses 
to events in and around Ukraine, focused on Russia were, in his opinion, similar to the century-
old unsophisticated solution, though not yet reaching its catastrophic outcome. 
 
Some of those punitive responses were in fact sacrifices. Much to the chagrin of this writer who 
has devoted considerable part of his academic career to legal research of disarmament, arms 
control and concurrent arrangements, such as confidence-building measures, they targeted 
several on-going and prospective cooperative projects that were designed to bring together 
elements of the military. To be immolated is whatever falls within the scope of a broad and open
-ended decision “to suspend all practical civilian and military cooperation between NATO and 
Russia”. Dumped are the joint Russia-NATO naval escort of Cape Ray, a US cargo ship that will 
process components of Syrian chemical weapons; command anti-terrorist exercise Vigilant 
Eagle 2014 (Canada, Russia, United States); naval exercise Northern Eagle 2014 (Norway, 
Russia, United States), to name but a few. These were to be joint enterprises which set as 
goals, among others, the increase of transparency and reduction of the risk of miscalculation 
between the military, whether operating from the headquarters, or in close proximity of each 
other on the high seas or in airspace. 
 
It may be recalled that some of the earlier agreements designed to increase mutual confidence 
and prevent accidental outbreak of hostilities were born out of crises. Although proposals to 
enable military and political leaders to get connected in times of trouble floated since mid-1950s, 
it was the Cuban missile crisis that prompted the United States and Soviet Union to conclude in 
1963 the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding the Establishment of a Direct 
Communications Link. The original Memorandum was subsequently amended by agreements 
regarding upgrades of what is also known as “the Hot Line”. Or take another example: the 
growing number of dangerous encounters between the Soviet and US navies in the 
Mediterranean and the North Pacific in the late 1960s – early 1970s compellingly proved the 
need to have the men-of-war abide by certain rules of the road, hence the 1972 Agreement on 
the Prevention of Incidents On and Over the High Seas. Remarkably, both were subsequently 
used as models for similar bilateral agreements, although proposals to link them into a 
multilateral network never materialized. 
 
I must be a naïve civilian armchair academic to strongly believe that in the unsettled times like 
ours the military, more than ever, need to be encouraged to communicate and interact, whether 
through joint operations or exercises or direct contacts between members of various arms and 
services. Putting a spoke in their wheel seems to be a more simple and straightforward option. 
 

 3. Vienna Conference Update 

The 10th Anniversary Conference of the European Society of International Law will take place in 
Vienna, Austria, from 4 to 6 September 2014 hosted by the University of Vienna and organised 
by its Law School’s Section for International Law and International Relations. Entitled 
“International Law and …” the conference will explore the boundaries of international law and 
bridges to other fields and disciplines. 
 
The conference programme has now been finalized and is available at https://
esil2014.univie.ac.at. It features a keynote speech by EUI President Joseph H. H. Weiler, a 10 
year anniversary conversation moderated by ESIL founding member Hanspeter Neuhold with 
former ICJ Judge Bruno Simma, former ESIL President Hélène Ruiz Fabri and current ESIL 
Board members Anne van Aaken and Marko Milanović, a farewell lecture by ESIL founding 
member Vera Gowlland-Debbas, as well as many other exciting panels. 
 
Registration for the conference is open at https://esil2014.univie.ac.at.  
 
August Reinisch, Vienna 
 

 5. Tallinn Conference - June 2014 

On 12-13 June 2014, a conference entitled "The Approaches of Liberal and Illiberal 
Governments to International Law: A Conference marking 25 Years since the Collapse of 
Communist Regimes" will take place in Tallinn, co-organized by the International Legal Theory 
Interest Group of ESIL and the University of Tartu. Around 30 international law scholars from 
Europe, the US, Australia, Russia, Ukraine and other CIS countries will present their papers 
which discuss general issues but also examine cases studies such as China and Russia. One of 
the highlights of the conference will be a discussion between José E. Alvarez (NYU), Anne-
Marie Slaughter (New America Foundation) and Gerry Simpson (Melbourne) on the very topic of 
the conference and a follow-up to their earlier debate in the European Journal of International 
Law. The conference is funded by the ERC Starting Grant awarded to the ESIL's executive 
board member Professor Lauri Mälksoo (University of Tartu). 
 

 6. ESIL Lecture in Brussels 

The European Society of International Law (ESIL), together with the law firm Stibbe, will co-
organize a lunchtime lecture entitled: Ethics in International Disputes. 
  
This lecture will be delivered by Judge Jean-Pierre Cot, Judge at the International Tribunal for 
the Law of the Sea and former ad hoc Judge at the International Court of Justice, on Tuesday, 3 
June 2014, 12h00 at the office of Stibbe, Central Plaza, Loksumstraat 25 Rue de Loxum, 1000 
Brussels. 
  
Judge Cot’s address will be followed by comments in response by Françoise Lefèvre, Partner 
and Global Head of Arbitration at Linklaters in Brussels. 
  
Opening and closing remarks will be provided by ESIL President Laurence Boisson de 
Chazournes, Kathleen Claussen, ESIL member and Bart Volders, Partner at Stibbe. 
  
A light sandwich lunch will be available. 
  
There is no cost to attend, but registration is required as space is limited. Please register at this 
website by 27 May 2014 : http://goo.gl/CB6CmL 
 

 4. Elections - Call for Candidates 

At the 2014 ESIL conference in Vienna, the General Assembly will elect eight Executive Board 
members. Twelve persons will be selected as nominees, based on the need for a balanced 
composition of the Board in all relevant aspects such as nationality, gender, age and language. 
 
According to the Society’s by-laws, any member of the Society who has been a member for at 
least a year is eligible to become a member of the Executive Board. Eligible candidates should 
be willing to actively contribute to the life of the Society and have an active knowledge of one of 
the official languages of the Society and at least a passive knowledge of the other.  
 
Persons must be nominated by two other members of the Society. Please send nominations by 
email to: esil.secretariat@eui.eu. The nomination must include a short justification of the 
nomination explaining why the nominee would particularly well represent the Society and its 
purposes, and a statement confirming that the nominee has approved the nomination. The 
nominee should provide a brief c.v. The deadline for nominations is Monday 9 June 2014. 
 

 Special discount on 2014 International Law titles from Ashgate Publishing 
 
Ashgate publishing’s new catalogue of titles published in the field of International Law 
and Human Rights is now available. The leaflet can be viewed and downloaded online 
via Ashgate’s website:  
 
http://www.ashgate.com/pdf/catalogues/International-Law-and-Human-Rights-2014.pdf  
 
Members of ESIL are entitled to a 20% discount placed via the website 
www.ashgate.com with the promotional code is: S11EYA20 
 
Ashgate also invites ESIL members to subscribe to the monthly Law email update. 
Subscribers enjoy the benefits of exclusive promotions such as special discounts, free 
access to content etc. The sign-up form is online at: www.ashgate.com/updates 

 Hart Publishing is delighted to offer ESIL members 20% discount on their international law titles. To 
receive the discount please quote reference: ESIL when placing your order with Hart Publishing. When 
ordering online please quote the reference in the voucher code field and click apply www.hartpub.co.uk 
 
You might be interested in new publications such as The South China Sea Arbitration Edited by Stefan 
Talmon and Bing Bing Jia, EU Security and Justice Law Edited by Diego Acosta Arcarazo and Cian C 
Murphy, The Law and Practice of Piracy at Sea Edited by Panos Koutrakos and Achilles Skordas and 
Statelessness by William E Conklin. To see Hart Publishing’s forthcoming international law titles please 
click here.  
 
Hart Publishing is also launching The Journal on the Use of Force and International Law, a new peer 
reviewed journal covering all aspects of the law governing the use of force (jus ad bellum). For further 
details please visit: http://www.hartjournals.co.uk/jufil/index.html. 
 
Hart Publishing Ltd, 16C Worcester Place, Oxford OX1 2JW, UK    Tel +44 (0)1865 517530  
Fax +44 (0)1865 510710   E-mail mail@hartpub.co.uk   Website http://www.hartpub.co.uk 

 Now in its 4th Volume, the Asian Journal of International Law is publishing peer-
reviewed scholarship on all aspects of international law including content with a 
particular Asian angle. We are pleased to offer ESIL members an individual print 
subscription at the discounted rate of £35/$55. To subscribe at this rate members 
should contact Cambridge Journals and state they are an ESIL member (for members 
in Canada, the USA and Mexico email: subscriptions_newyork@cambridge.org, for 
members elsewhere email: journals@cambridge.org). ESIL members are also 
reminded of the option to join the Asian Society of International Law and receive the 
journal at an even greater discount.  

 1. Message de la Présidente 

Dans ce contexte, nous sommes tous sollicités en tant que citoyen, mais aussi du fait de nos 
activités professionnelles. Je me demande si la SEDI a son mot à dire, si elle devrait prendre 
position par rapport à un événement ou une question, et, si tel était le cas, comment devrait-elle 
le faire. Je m’adresse à vous pour recueillir vos idées. Nous sommes un forum d’échanges, 
nous nous rencontrons, nous débattons de thèmes de droit international, nous publions. Que 
pouvons-nous faire de plus ? C’est une question importante au moment où nous nous 
apprêtons à célébrer le dixième anniversaire de la Société. 
 
Créée en 2004, la SEDI s’est depuis étayée de nombreuses activités, qu’il s’agisse de ses 
réunions annuelles, de la publication de Reflections, des Lectures postées sur YouTube ou 
d’autre rencontres-événements organisés par la SEDI ou sponsorisés par elle. Le nombre de 
ses membres a progressivement augmenté en Europe et en dehors de l’Europe. Ses membres 
comptent principalement des chercheurs et universitaires, mais aussi des diplomates, des 
avocats ou encore des fonctionnaires internationaux. Des maisons d’édition et certaines 
Facultés de droit apportent leur appui à la Société en tant que membres institutionnels. Douze 
Groupes d’intérêt ont été créés au sein de la SEDI. Ces derniers organisent leurs propres 
activités et font vivre la Société dans des domaines aussi divers que les droits de l’homme, la 
biotechnologie ou la théorie du droit. Nous sommes très nombreux à lire le European Journal of 
International Law (EJIL) que des liens privilégiés unissent à la SEDI. Tous ces éléments 
montrent combien la Société vibre. Nous devons maintenant réfléchir à son évolution et nous 
demander si d’autres activités doivent être développées. C’est à ce titre que je vous sollicite et 
je serai heureuse de vous lire ou d’échanger de vive voix avec vous. 
 
Nous nous rencontrerons à Bruxelles, le 3 juin prochain, autour d’une discussion sur le thème 
Ethics in International Disputes entre M. Jean-Pierre Cot, Juge au Tribunal du droit international 
de la mer, et Mme Françoise Lefèvre, Partenaire au sein de l’étude d’avocat Linklaters. Les 12 
et 13 juin nous serons à Tallin pour réfléchir au thème The Approaches of Liberal and Illiberal 
Governments to International Law: A Conference Marking 25 Years since the Collapse of 
Communist Regimes in Central and Eastern Europe, et puis les 4, 5 et 6 septembre 2014, nous 
serons à Vienne pour fêter les 10 ans de notre Société. Que toutes ces occasions nous 
donnent l’opportunité de nous rencontrer et échanger pour renforcer encore la SEDI. 
 
Avec mes cordiales salutations, 
 
Laurence Boisson de Chazournes 
Présidente de la Société Européenne de Droit International (SEDI)  
 

Chers membres de la SEDI, 
 
L’actualité nous enserre et sollicite notre analyse, voire notre prise de 
position sur l’interprétation et l’application de la règle de droit. Elle nous 
demande de nous positionner et d’évaluer les moyens à notre disposition 
pour ce faire. Ceux-ci peuvent prendre la forme d’écrits, de débats ou 
encore de signatures d’appels. Le droit international est un outil important 
dans la conduite des relations internationales pour expliquer, justifier, 
promouvoir, dénoncer ou condamner des agissements. 

 2. Editorial de l’invité 

Hostage to the Times of Trouble 
 
Bakhtiyar Tuzmukhamedov 
Vice-President of the Russian Association of International Law 
 

A historian whose opinion I tend to respect recently remarked that the outbreak of the Great 
(First) World War had been a simple and straightforward clue to a complex and multifaceted 
ravel of problems. He was drawing uneasy parallels with the unfolding crisis in the already 
troubled relations between Russia on the one hand, and the United States, NATO and the 
European Union, or at least significant part thereof, on the other. US, NATO and EU responses 
to events in and around Ukraine, focused on Russia were, in his opinion, similar to the century-
old unsophisticated solution, though not yet reaching its catastrophic outcome. 
 
Some of those punitive responses were in fact sacrifices. Much to the chagrin of this writer who 
has devoted considerable part of his academic career to legal research of disarmament, arms 
control and concurrent arrangements, such as confidence-building measures, they targeted 
several on-going and prospective cooperative projects that were designed to bring together 
elements of the military. To be immolated is whatever falls within the scope of a broad and open
-ended decision “to suspend all practical civilian and military cooperation between NATO and 
Russia”. Dumped are the joint Russia-NATO naval escort of Cape Ray, a US cargo ship that will 
process components of Syrian chemical weapons; command anti-terrorist exercise Vigilant 
Eagle 2014 (Canada, Russia, United States); naval exercise Northern Eagle 2014 (Norway, 
Russia, United States), to name but a few. These were to be joint enterprises which set as 
goals, among others, the increase of transparency and reduction of the risk of miscalculation 
between the military, whether operating from the headquarters, or in close proximity of each 
other on the high seas or in airspace. 
 
It may be recalled that some of the earlier agreements designed to increase mutual confidence 
and prevent accidental outbreak of hostilities were born out of crises. Although proposals to 
enable military and political leaders to get connected in times of trouble floated since mid-1950s, 
it was the Cuban missile crisis that prompted the United States and Soviet Union to conclude in 
1963 the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding the Establishment of a Direct 
Communications Link. The original Memorandum was subsequently amended by agreements 
regarding upgrades of what is also known as “the Hot Line”. Or take another example: the 
growing number of dangerous encounters between the Soviet and US navies in the 
Mediterranean and the North Pacific in the late 1960s – early 1970s compellingly proved the 
need to have the men-of-war abide by certain rules of the road, hence the 1972 Agreement on 
the Prevention of Incidents On and Over the High Seas. Remarkably, both were subsequently 
used as models for similar bilateral agreements, although proposals to link them into a 
multilateral network never materialized. 
 
I must be a naïve civilian armchair academic to strongly believe that in the unsettled times like 
ours the military, more than ever, need to be encouraged to communicate and interact, whether 
through joint operations or exercises or direct contacts between members of various arms and 
services. Putting a spoke in their wheel seems to be a more simple and straightforward option. 
 

 3. Conférence de Vienne 

La Conférence de la société européenne de droit international, qui fête cette année son dixième 
anniversaire, aura lieu à Vienne, en Autriche, du 4 au 6 septembre 2014.  La Conférence sera 
accueillie par l’Université de Vienne et sera organisée par le Département de droit international 
et de relations internationales de la Faculté de droit.  Sous le thème de « Droit international 
et… », la conférence explorera les frontières du droit international et les passerelles le reliant à 
d’autres domaines et disciplines. 
 
Le programme de la Conférence est maintenant finalisé et disponible à l’adresse 
suivante https://esil2014.univie.ac.at. Le programme inclut un discours par Joseph H.H. Weiler, 
Président de l’IUE ; une conversation soulignant le dixième anniversaire animée par Hanspeter 
Neuhold, membre fondateur de la SEDI, avec Bruno Simma, ancien Juge à la CIJ, Hélène Ruiz 
Fabri, ancienne Présidente de la SEDI et Anne van Aaken et Marko Milanović, membres 
effectifs de la SEDI; un discours de clôture par Vera Gowlland-Debbas, membre fondatrice de la 
SEDI, ainsi que plusieurs autres séances captivantes. 
Les inscriptions à la Conférence sont maintenant possible à l’adresse suivante: https://
esil2014.univie.ac.at 
 
August Reinisch, Vienne 
 

 4. Elections - Appel à candidatures 

Lors de la conférence de la SEDI à Vienne en septembre 2014, L’Assemblée Générale élira huit 
membres du Comité exécutif. Douze personnes seront sélectionnées en tant que candidats, en 
tenant compte du besoin d’une composition équilibrée du Comité en ce qui concerne tous les 
critères de la Société que sont la nationalité, le sexe, l’âge et la langue. 
 
Selon les statuts de la Société, tout membre de la Société est éligible au Comité exécutif pour 
autant qu’il ait été membre de la Société pendant au moins une année. Les candidats devraient 
être disposés à contribuer activement à la vie de la Société et avoir une connaissance active 
d’une des langues officielles de la Société et au moins une connaissance passive de l’autre 
langue. 
 
Les personnes doivent être proposées par au moins deux autres membres de la Société. Les 
candidatures doivent être faites par courriel à : esil.secretariat@eui.eu. L’acte de candidature 
doit inclure une brève justification du choix, expliquant pourquoi le candidat représenterait 
particulièrement bien la Société et ses buts, ainsi qu’une déclaration du candidat qu’il accepte la 
nomination. Le candidat devra fournir un bref CV. L’échéance pour les nominations est le lundi 
9 juin 2014. 

 

 5. Conférence à Tallinn - Juin 2014 

Les 12 et 13 juin 2014, une conférence, intitulée "The Approaches of Liberal and Illiberal 
Governments to International Law: A Conference marking 25 Years since the Collapse of 
Communist Regimes" aura lieu à Tallinn. Elle est co-organisée par le Groupe de Réflexion sur 
la Théorie du Droit de la SEDI et l'Université de Tartu. Une trentaine de chercheurs 
internationaux en droit, venant d'Europe, des USA, d'Australie, de Russie, d'Ukraine et d'autres 
pays de la CEI présenteront leurs travaux qui traiteront de problèmes généraux, mais 
examineront également des exemples tels que la Chine et la Russie. Un des temps forts de la 
conférence sera la discussion entre José E. Alvarez (NYU), Anne-Marie Slaughter (New 
America Foundation) et Gerry Simpson (Melbourne) sur le sujet-même de la conférence. La 
discussion poursuivra les débats antérieurs dans le Journal Européen de Droit International. La 
conférence est financée par la Starting Grant de l'ERC qui a été octroyée au Professeur Lauri 
Mälksoo (Université de Tartu), membre du Comité exécutif de la SEDI. 
 

 6. Déjeuner-Conférence SEDI à Bruxelles 

La Société Européenne de Droit International (SEDI), en partenariat avec l'étude d'avocats 
Stibbe, organise un déjeuner-conférence sur le thème "Ethics in International Disputes". 
  
Cette conférence sera donnée par M. le Juge Jean-Pierre Cot, juge au Tribunal international du 
droit de la mer et juge ad hoc à la Cour internationale de Justice, le mardi 3 juin 2014 à 12h00 à 
Stibbe, Central Plaza, 25 Rue de Loxum, 1000 Bruxelles. 
  
Les propos de M. le Juge Cot seront suivis d'observations en réponse de la part de Mme 
Françoise Lefèvre, associé et responsable mondial de l’arbitrage chez Linklaters à Bruxelles. 
  
Les propos d'ouverture et les conclusions seront formulés par la présidente de la SEDI, la 
Professeure Laurence Boisson de Chazournes, Kathleen Claussen, membre de la SEDI, et par 
M. Bart Volders, associé chez Stibbe. 
  
Un déjeuner léger sera servi pendant la discussion. 
 
L'entrée est libre, mais l'inscription est obligatoire car les places sont limitées. Pour se faire, 
rendez-vous sur le site: http://goo.gl/CB6CmL avant le 27 mai 2014. 
 

ESIL Secretariat: 
Academy of European Law, European University Institute 
Villa Schifanoia, Via Boccaccio 121, 501 33 Firenze, Italy 
Tel: +39 055 4685 512 
Fax: +39 055 4685 517 
E-mail: esil.secretariat@eui.eu 
Website: http://www.esil-sedi.eu 
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