
THE REALITY AND RHETORIC OF 
SOVEREIGNTY IN RELATION TO 

NATURAL RESOURCES, 
ENVIRONMENT, TRADE AND 

DEVELOPMENT

SOVEREIGNTY: 
A CONCEPT IN FLUX? 

ESIL Interest Group on International Environmental Law

European Society of International Law (ESIL)
2019 Annual Conference:

Pre-Conference Event Program for 
the ESIL Interest Group 

on International Environmental Law 

12 -14 September 2019

12 September 2019

National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
Athens, Greece



Since the 1970s, states have come together to shape rules, practices and 
aspirations regarding our natural environment. International coopera-
tion, treaty making, partnerships, and goal setting in the area of natural 
resources, the environment, trade and development have shaped and 
affected the sovereignty of nation states. 

The IG on International Environmental Law invites analyses from var-
ious viewpoints and perspectives on the reality and rhetoric of sover-
eignty in international environmental law. This ranges from the view that 
sovereignty is a waning phenomenon in a globalised, digitised and de-
centralised world to the position that sovereignty privileges states over 
non- state actors and is the determining factor in the regulation of the 
environment, trade and development.     

We invite you to explore, in the environmental context, the nature of com-
promises made by states in their negotiation to retain legitimacy, be 
they with international institutions or non-governmental organisations, 
thereby helping us understand the reality of the overall nature of sover-
eignty in the 21st century.  Attendant issues would be how state prerog-
atives and interests have been reshaped by global initiatives on the envi-
ronment. In the area of the environment, technical sovereignty through 
science-based approaches and how this impacts on politically bargained 
sovereignty is bringing in new actors and methods into the sovereignty 
bargain. 

Is sovereignty ‘organised hypocrisy’ or a sacred privilege tough to 
keep? Are states in full control of their sovereignty or do they really rely 
on bargaining with other states and non-state actors for propping up 
their sovereignty? This meeting focussing on innovative and fresh perspec-
tives on approaching regulation, governance of natural resources and the 
environment in the light of competing interests in trade and development, 
within precept of sovereignty, encouraging multidisciplinary approach-
es and cross sectoral analyses, adopting social sciences, legal, and other 
methodologies

INTRODUCTION



9:00 - 9:05 
Welcoming Speech and Introduction to ESIL IG on International Environ-
mental Law - Paolo Davide Farah (West Virginia University, USA and 
gLAWcal - Global Law Initiatives for Sustainable Development,UK & ESIL 
Board Member and Chair of the ESIL IG on International Environmental 
Law) and Chamu Kuppuswamy (Hertfordshire Law School, UK and Con-

vener of the ESIL IG on International Environmental Law)

9:05 - 10:45
1st Panel:

Sovereignty Between State and Non-State Actors

Chair and Discussant:
Paolo Davide Farah 

(West Virginia University, USA and gLAWcal - Global Law Initiatives for 
Sustainable Development,UK)

State’s Right to Rely On Permanent Sovereignty Over Natural Resourc-
es: An Incentive or Impediment for Sustainable Development? - Daria 
Boklan and Elena Cirkovic (National Research University Higher School of 
Economics, Moscow, Russia; National Researcher University Higher School 

of Economics, St Petersburg, Russia)

ASEAN: Trust, Consensus and Informality as a Way to Deal With Global 
Issues Without Trespassing on Sovereignty - Winfried Huck (Brunswick 
European Law School, Germany and Lauterpacht Centre for Internation-
al Law at the University of Cambridge, UK & Tongji University, Shanghai, 

China)

Technology Transfer and International trade Towards Sustainable 
Development - Imad Antoine Ibrahim (Sant’Anna School of Advanced 

Studies, Italy)

10:30 Discussion

10:45 Coffee Break
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11:30 - 13:00
2nd Panel:

Limiting Sovereignty for Environmental Protection

Chair and Discussant:
Chamu Kuppuswamy

(Hertfordshire Law School, UK)

Reading the UN Global Pact on the Environment: International law, 
Global Justice, and the Abandonment of the Sovereignty-Rights Par-
adigm - Charlotte Steinorth (Human Rights Centre of the University of 

Potsdam, Germany)

Beyond the Rethoric of Trade Liberalization at any Cost: Natural Re-
sources Conservation and Extraterritoriality in the WTO after US 
– Tuna II (Article 21.5) - Ilaria Espa (USI Lugano and World Trade Insti-

tute, University of Bern, Switzerland)

The Belt and Road Initiative: Between National Interests and Environ-
mental Protection - Paolo Davide Farah (West Virginia University, USA 

and gLAWcal - Global Law Initiatives for Sustainable Development,UK)

12:45 – 13:00 
Discussion 

13:00 – 13:30
Discussion about the ESIL Ig on International Environmental Law 

planned activities (events and publications)

13: 30 - 14:00
Lunch boxes will be available at the 

Faculty Club and the Law Library

11:00 - 11:30
Keynote Speech

Sovereignty in Relation to Natural 
Resources, Environment, Trade and 

Development: The WTO Case Law 
and Contribution

Gabrielle Marceau
(Professor at University of Geneva, Switzerland and Sen-
ior Counsellor, Legal Affairs Division of the WTO & Former 
Member of the Cabinet of the WTO Director General Pascal 

Lamy)



ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Paolo Davide Farah (West Virginia University, USA and gLAWcal – Glob-
al Law Initiatives for Sustainable Development, UK)

Chamu Kuppuswamy (Hertfordshire Law School, UK)


