
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 
KRAKÓW-LEIDEN SYMPOSIUM: 

EXPLORING THE FRONTIERS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW  
IN CYBERSPACE 

 

15 May 2020: Jagiellonian University in Kraków 
November 2020: Leiden University 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS FOR THE KRAKÓW EVENT: 

ENSURING RESPONSIBLE STATE BEHAVIOUR IN CYBERSPACE 

 

In 2020, an ESIL symposium is co-organized by the Chair of Public International Law, Jagiellonian 
University in Kraków, Poland, and the Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies, Leiden University, 
The Netherlands. The symposium will consist of two one-day events, one organized on 15 May 2020 in 
Kraków, the other in November 2020 in Leiden. The overarching topic of the symposium is “Exploring 
the Frontiers of International Law in Cyberspace”. The idea is to consider the challenges posed by 
cyberspace to traditional notions and areas of international law in light of the interconnectedness of 
global networks, our growing dependency on information and communication technologies and 
malicious behaviour by States and non-State actors. 

• The Kraków event will focus on issues relating to responsible State behaviour in cyberspace 
and State measures to ensure the resilience of national networks. 

• The Leiden event will focus on ensuring the protection of and respect for human rights online 
and consider the role technology can play in promoting sustainable development and 
environmental protection. 

The ESIL Symposium is a scholarly event that promotes an intensive and targeted discussion of a 
selected topic of international law. Approximately 8-12 papers will be selected from among the 
submissions for presentation at each of the one-day events. We are happy to announce that we are 
exploring the possibility for some of those selected papers to be considered for publication in a special 
issue of the Leiden Journal of International Law in 2021, subject to the usual LJIL submission 
requirements and double-blind peer review.      



 

 

 

Papers discussing any dimension of the topic of how international law regulates responsible State 
behaviour in cyberspace, taking both a theoretical or more policy-oriented approach, will be given 
serious consideration. 

The organizers particularly welcome papers addressing one of the following sets of issues: 

• Rules and norms of responsible State behaviour in cyberspace, in particular in the context of 
the new OEWG and GGE proceedings 

• Western and non-Western approaches to international law in cyberspace 

• The application of international humanitarian law to cyber armed conflicts 

• Sovereignty in cyberspace; aspects of “digital sovereignty” 

• State responsibility in cyberspace 

• Individual and collective reactions to cyberattacks, cyber restrictive measures, countermeasures 
etc. 

• Supply chain security and international trade law (vide 5G, Huawei, etc.) 

• Extraterritorial jurisdiction (U.S. CLOUD Act, EU draft e-evidence regulation, etc.) 

 

Abstracts (of not more than 800 words) should be submitted to esil-symposium-krakow@outlook.com 
by 15 December 2019. Both ESIL members and non-ESIL members may submit abstracts. However, 
ESIL membership will be encouraged if the abstract is selected. Please include your name, email 
address and a one-page curriculum vitae with your abstract. Successful applicants will be notified by 
email by 5 January 2020. Complete drafts of papers (of not more than 8.000 words) will be required by 
25 April 2020.  
 
Successful applicants will be expected to bear the costs of their own travel and accommodation. 
However, ESIL travel grants will be made available to offer partial financial support to selected 
participants who are ESIL members. Speakers and participants in the symposium will be informed of 
hotels that offer preferential rates. Lunch and coffee breaks will be provided.  
 
N.B. The Call for Papers for the Leiden event will be issued in May 2020. 

More information about the Symposium and Kraków can be found at: 
https://zpmp.law.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/esil-symposium 

 

 

Call for Papers for the Kraków event:  
Ensuring Responsible State Behaviour in Cyberspace 

 

https://zpmp.law.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/esil-symposium

