Report to the Board of the European Society of International Law
Interest Group on International Economic Law
2019 - 2020
1. Activities

A) Virtual Workshop of the ESIL IG on International Economic Law - 9 September 2020 – Topic: “International Economic Law between Emergencies and Reforms”
On 9 September 2020, it took place the annual Workshop of the ESIL IG on International Economic Law on the topic “International Economic Law between Emergencies and Reforms”. The Workshop, organized on the basis of an international call for papers, was originally conceived as the traditional side event of the main annual ESIL Conference. Because of the pandemic, the 2020 ESIL Stockholm Conference was postponed. The ESIL IEL IG decided to nevertheless go ahead and had the Workshop in remote. The Virtual Workshop had four panels, on “Investment Law and COVID-19”, “Screening of Foreign Direct Investment”, “Trade Law and COVID-19”, “Reforming the Appellate Mechanism of the WTO System”. The selected speakers were scholars from all over the world, which analyzed the most relevant current topics on international economic law. The programme of the Virtual Workshop is attached to this Report as Annex 1.
B) Catania Workshop on “The Value of Solidarity in International Economic Law”
The ESIL IEL IG launched a call for papers, selected the proposal and organized a Workshop on “The Value of Solidarity in International Economic Law” that should have taken place on 23 April 2020 in Catania, at the 2020 ESIL Research Forum. Due to the pandemic this event has been postponed to April 2021. The ESIL IEL IG is waiting from the Catania organizers the answer on whether it will be possible to have the planned ESIL IEL IG Workshop in April 2021 as a side event of the 2021 Catania ESIL Research Forum.
C) International Conference "Groups and Spaces in International Economic Law: Focus on the BRICS Countries” 
The ESIL IEL IG launched a call for papers, selected proposals and started preparation of the International Conference “Groups and Spaces in International Economic Law: Focus on the BRICS Countries” organized in cooperation with St. Petersburg State University, Russia. The Conference was initially planned to be held on 5-6 June 2020 but had to be postponed to 2022 due to the COVID-19 crisis. The ESIL IEL IG hopes that it will be possible to hold a conference where speakers can be physically present. The final programme and new dates of the Conference will be available at the end of 2021, after confirmation of participation by the speakers. 
2. Membership

The current list of members is held by the ESIL Secretariat, and it counts 398 members (as of December 2020
3. Governance

The International Economic Law Interest Group is governed by six Co-Chairs, Elisa Baroncini (University of Bologna), Federica Cristani (Arctic Centre of the University of Lapland / Centre for International Law of the Institute of International Relations, Prague), Anna Marhold (Leiden University), Gustavo Prieto (Ghent University),  Peter-Tobias Stoll (University of Göttingen), Marina Trunk-Fedorova (St. Petersburg State University). They run the Interest Group’s day-to-day business, administer its web page and organise its regular events. The 6 Co-Chairs managed and manage to meet also during Conferences and Seminars of common interest. Federica Cristani, Anna Marhold and Gustavo Prieto have been appointed as new Co-Chairs on 9 December 2020.
4. Future Activities

The ESIL IEL IG will ask the organizers of the ESIL Catania Research Forum whether they intend to keep the place for the planes ESIL IEL IG Workshop. It plans to organize the annual Workshop as a side event at the 2021 ESIL Stockholm Conference. It will organize a webinar series on the most relevant topics of International Economic Law, to be held on a monthly basis (on the EU /China Cooperation and Investment Agreement; the new EU Enforcement Regulation; the MPIA; the EU / Ukraine panel report on the export ban on wood; the EU / South Korea panel report on core labour standards, the Multilateral Investment Court.
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