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Today, we will have a group discussion on academic writing guided by 
12 statements from accomplished writers. They are not academics, but 
then again, they do not need to be.  



- Susan Sontag -



Kurt Vonnegut 



David Ogilvy

Use short words, short 
sentences and short 

paragraphs



Write freely and as 
rapidly as possible 

and throw the whole 
thing on paper

John Steinbeck (1962)



Zadie Smith (2012)

Leave a decent 
space of time 

between writing 
something and 

editing it





don’t 
worry 
about 

the bad 
drafts

Miranda July (2018)



If it sounds like 
writing… rewrite it

Elmore Leonard (2001)



Italo Calvino (1985)





It is far better to use metaphors, not just any image, 
but those that reveal similarities, 

demonstrating a witty mind

- Aristoteles -



George Orwell (1946)



For further reading on academic writing, consult
The Craft of Research by Wayne Booth et al. (2016)



Susan Sontag, ‘As Consciousness is harnessed to Flesh: Journals and Notebooks 1964-1980’ (edited by David Rieff 2012)
Kurt Vonnegut, ‘Bagombo Snuff Box: Uncollected Short Fiction’ (2000)
David Ogilvy, ‘The Unpublished David Ogilvy’ (edited by David Ogilvy and Miles Young 2014)
John Steinbeck, ‘A Life in Letters’ (edited by John Steinbeck, Elaine Steinbeck and Robert Wallsten 1989)
Zadie Smith, ‘Ten Rules for Writing Fiction’ (The Guardian 2010)
Godfried Bomans, ‘Schrijven is Schrappen’ (1969)
Miranda July, ‘Buy a Cat, Stay Up Late, Don’t Drink: Top 10 Writers’ Tips on Writing’ (quoted by Travis Elborough, The Guardian 
2018)
Elmore Leonard, ‘Writers on Writing’ (New York Times 2001)
Italo Calvino, ‘Lezione Americane’ (1985-1986)
Aristoteles, Περὶ ποιητικῆς (own translation) (335 BCE)
George Orwell, ‘Politics and the English Language’ (1966)
various references sourced via Maria Popova from The Marginalian; design from rijksmuseum.nl
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