Interest Group of the History of International Law (IGHIL) Annual Report (2025)  
Members of the Coordinating Committee: Jaanika Erne, Anastasia Hammerschmied, Sze Hong Lam (Ocean), Florenz Volkaert
The IG’s founding goals and purposes remain accessible on the IG’s blog and in the form of the mission statement – the revised form is available at http://esilhil.blogspot.com/p/blog-page.html 
The next elections to the Coordinating Committee are due in October 2025.
EVENTS
The IG on History of International Law held a pre-conference workshop “(De-/re-)construction of International Law“ on September 10, 2025, at the ESIL Annual Conference “Reconstructing International Law over Time and Space,” September 10-13, 2025, featuring excellent presentations from Ralph Janik, César Targowla, Henri de Waele, Marcel Modest-Massner, Milena Mottola, and Miguel Rodríguez Vidosa on various topics on the historical reconstruction of international law across regions and spaces.
The IG History of International Law also held an Agora “(De-/re-)constructions of International Law” on September 12, 2025 at the ESIL Annual Conference “Reconstructing International Law,” September 10-13, 2025, chaired by Professor Anne Peters from the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law and featuring three keynotes by David M Scott, Valentina Vadi, and Xiaohang Chen on the re/de-construction of the general historiography of international law.
In April 2025, the IG on History of International Law announced the inaugural edition of its Annual Article Prize https://esilhil.blogspot.com/2025/04/call-for-nominations-2024-esil-ig_21.html, seeking to further the IG’s mission to promote and celebrate the history of international law as a vibrant and active (sub)field of international law scholarship. The 2024 Article Prize was awarded to Hanna Eklund (University of Copenhagen) for her article 2023 “Peoples, Inhabitants and Workers: Colonialism in the Treaty of Rome” European Journal of International Law 34 (4), 831–854. The prize initiative has been positively received by its members, although for the subsequent year, the IG is considering loosening the selection criteria to draw upon a wider pool of submissions.
The IG on History of International Law holds an online discussion with Hendrik Simon (Frankfurt University / PRIF) and Lauri Mälksoo (University of Tartu) on Hendrik Simon’s book A Century of Anarchy? War, Normativity, and the Birth of Modern International Order (Oxford University Press, 2024) on October 22, 2024.
A second event is planned with Inge van Hulle and Hanna Eklund on the place of Africa in the history of international and European law, planned for early 2026 (speakers have agreed to present, but a specific date has not yet been confirmed).
The IG also responded to an open call for applications for the American Society for Legal History's New Works in Legal History speaker series, but unfortunately, our proposal was not selected for participation. The IG is keen to establish further international cooperations and is considering organizing joint (online) events with interest groups or societies located in other continents.
The IG on the History of International Law has contacted its presenters at the ESIL 2025 Annual Conference (preconference and agora) to inquire about their interest in contributing to an edited book volume on the theme of (re)construction through history to be published with T.M.C. Asser Press, with whom the IG has established a line of contact.
ESIL IG HIL BLOG http://esilhil.blogspot.com – provides information about academic publications and events in the field of the history of international law to the public. During 2025, the blog received approximately 200.000 visits, with a peak around the time of the ESIL Annual Conference. The visitors come from France (32%), the United States (26%), Singapore (13%) and Brazil (8%). Core European countries such as Germany, the Netherlands, or the UK score lower than 1%, which is somewhat puzzling (although the significant traffic from Singapore and the USA might be rerouted VPN traffic originating in Europe). The IG is considering an alternative communication channel, such as LinkedIn (especially given that the IG is no longer communicating via X), to reach a wider audience.
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