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SHORT BIOGRAPHY IN ENGLISH

Cristina Elena Popa Tache is Dean of the Faculty of Law and International Governance at Danubius International University, Director of 
the CIRET Paris Observatory of Law and Transdisciplinarity, and Visiting Academic Researcher at the Lauterpacht Centre for 
International Law, University of Cambridge. She is a member of the Diversity Advisory Body (DAB) of the European Society of 
International Law (ESIL), Co-Chair and Co-Convenor of the ESIL Interest Group on International Business and Human Rights, a member 
of the ESIL Task Force on Underrepresentation, an active member of the ISDS Academic Forum, and an Academic and Scientific Expert 
in the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) Expert Database (2026–2030). She also serves as President of the International 
Institute for the Analysis of Legal and Administrative Mutations and Vice Secretary-General of CIRET Paris. Her research focuses on 
public international law, international investment law, transdisciplinarity, digital governance, artificial intelligence, and emerging 
technologies. Recipient of the 2024 Nicolae Titulescu Award for International Law of the Romanian Academy, she is an internationally 
recognised editor and author.

COURTE BIOGRAPHIE IN FRENCH

Cristina Elena Popa Tache est Doyenne de la Faculté de Droit et de Gouvernance Internationale de l’Université Internationale
Danubius, Directrice de l’Observatoire CIRET Paris du Droit et de la Transdisciplinarité et Chercheuse académique invitée au
Lauterpacht Centre for International Law de l’Université de Cambridge. Elle est membre du Diversity Advisory Body (DAB) de la Société
européenne de droit international (ESIL), co-présidente et co-coordinatrice du Groupe d’intérêt sur les entreprises et les droits de
l’homme de l’ESIL, membre du Groupe de travail sur la sous-représentation de l’ESIL, membre active de l’ISDS Academic Forum et
experte académique et scientifique dans la base d’experts du Service de recherche du Parlement européen (EPRS) pour la période
2026–2030. Elle est également Présidente de l’Institut international pour l’analyse des mutations juridiques et administratives et Vice-
Secrétaire générale du CIRET Paris. Ses recherches portent sur le droit international public, le droit international des investissements,
la transdisciplinarité, la gouvernance numérique, l’intelligence artificielle et les technologies émergentes.
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STATEMENT
I am submitting my candidacy for the Board of the European Society of International Law at a time when international law is facing tensions that do not fall within the 
category of the ordinary challenges of legal development. Armed conflicts, environmental degradation, technological vulnerabilities, the fragmentation of the normative 
order, and declining trust in international institutions raise legitimate questions about the capacity of international law to prevent suffering, protect humanity, and 
respond to risks that affect the very continuity of life in its multiple forms.

In such circumstances, discussing the adaptation of international law alone is no longer sufficient. I believe it is necessary to reflect on how our professional community 
identifies ideas, methods, and people capable of carrying institutional values forward and contributing to this transformation. Academic societies have the responsibility 
to create an environment in which expertise, intellectual integrity, and diversity of perspectives come together to generate the most appropriate solutions. An 
organisation such as ESIL plays a fundamental role in this process by bringing the right people together around the right questions and by fostering connections across 
generations, regions, and legal traditions.

My experience in research, editorial work, and international collaboration has convinced me that many of the most important questions of our time can no longer be 
addressed exclusively through established methodological tools. This also means that twenty-first-century specialists can no longer be prepared using twentieth-century 
methods. Phenomena such as artificial intelligence, algorithmic governance, climate risks, geopolitical transformations, and new forms of human and societal 
vulnerability require innovation and considerable intellectual effort to build the connections we need between international law and other fields of knowledge. In this 
regard, I believe that ESIL is well placed to strengthen the preventive role of international law through the continued engagement of both scholars and practitioners.

My work within the Diversity Advisory Body, the Task Force on Underrepresentation, and the Interest Group on International Business and Human Rights has given me 
the opportunity to observe the value that genuine diversity brings to an academic community. Diversity, far from being merely an institutional objective, constitutes an 
epistemic resource in its own right. Our ability to understand the contemporary legal world is directly proportional to the plurality of experiences, languages, cultures, 
and perspectives that contribute to the construction of knowledge.

If entrusted with the confidence of ESIL members, I will support a vision grounded in intellectual openness and responsibility. I believe in a society that does not limit 
itself to describing the transformations of the world but actively contributes to understanding and guiding them, while keeping at the centre of its concerns human 
dignity, peace, justice, and the protection of life.

Cristina Elena Popa Tache

WATCH THE VIDEO PRESENTATION

https://youtu.be/xySlBZY0l3w
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